Andhra Netaji
Annapoornaiah earned the title of "Andhra Netaji" affection-
ately conferred upon him by his admirers.
The Calcutta Congress was held in December 1928 under the
Presidentship of Motilal Nehru. Annapoornaiah attended the con-
ference as a member of the All India Congress, Subhas Chandra
Bose was the President of the Youth Congress Conference which
was held there. He was also the leader of the volunteer corps of the
conference. It was in this connection that Annapoornaiah came into
contact with Bose for the first time. He struck an instant rapport'
with him. He developed great admiration and esteem for Bose's
dynamism and leadership qualities.
Annapoornaiah got the impression that Gandhiji's attitude to-
wards Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Chandra Bose was not based
on justice and impartiality, and that he was partial towards Nehru
who was his blue-eyed boy. It is common knowledge that Gandhiji
had his preferences and aversions - likes and dislikes. Every one
knows that he was prejudiced against Tanguturi Prakasam because
of Rajagopala Chary's influence over himself. Even Andhra Ratna
Duggirala Gopala Krishnaiah once commented "I thought Gan-
dhiji was a "Purushottama" but found him to be only "Uttama
Purusha" After all even Mahatmas are human beings.
There was a contest between Subhaschandra Bose and Dr.
Pattabhi Sitaramayya for the presidentship of Indian National Con-
gress. Pattabhi was Gandhiji's sponsored candidate specially set up
by him to oppose Bose. When Pattabhi was defeated Gandhiji said
"Pattabhi's defeat is my defeat1. In that election Annapoornaiah voted
for Bose as a matter of principle without yielding to regional and
parochial feelings.
Subhas Chandra Bose appointed Annapoornaiah as President
of the Forward Bloc of Andhra Province.